FROUDE

were devoted Catholics, and who declared that they
found in him personally an titter absence of all anti-
Catholic prejudice. I remember well an incident of
liberality on his part which created some sensation at
the time, and is now, perhaps, almost entirely forgotten.
There was an official in the Record or State Paper Office
of England who had become a Roman Catholic, and was,
like most English Catholics, especially converts, rather
strict and zealous. This gentleman, Mr. Turnbull, hap-
pened to be employed some years ago in arranging,
copying, and calendaring the Elizabethan State Papers.
The Evangelical Alliance Society got up a cry against
him. They insisted that to employ a Roman Catholic
in such a task was only to place in his hands the means
of falsifying a most important period of English history,
and they argued that the temptation would be too strong
for any man like Mr. Turnbull to resist. There sprang
up one of those painful and ignoble disputations which
are even still only too common in England when reli-
gious prejudice gets a chance of raising an alarm. I
am sorry to say that so influential a journal as the
* Athenaeum' joined in the clamour for the dismissal of
Mr. Turnbull, who was not accused of having done any-
thing wrong, but only of being placed in a position
which might, perhaps, tempt some base creature to do
wrong. Mr. Turnbull was a gentleman of the highest
honour, and, unfortunately for himself, an enthusiast in
the very work which then occupied him. Mr. Froude
was at that time engaged in studying the period of
history which employed Mr. Turnbull's labours. The
opinions of the two men were utterly at variance. Mr.
Turnbull must have thought Froude's work in the
rehabilitation of Henry VIII. and the glorification of
Elizabeth positively detestable. But Mr. Froude bore

103ny friends who
